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By the Numbers: The Impact of the Opioid Epidemic on Veterans
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/ U.S. military veterans have been heavily

The healthcare costs associated with

prescription painkiller abuse from combat
exposure during the War on Terror. 3

impacted by the opioid overdose crisis, with
drug overdose mortality rates increasing by
53% from 2010-2019. 2

Two-thirds of veterans report
experiencing pain. 1

Tens of Thousands of Increased Likelihood of
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Receipt of a short-term opioid prescription Nearly half of combat wounded
among veterans is associated with increased veterans report misuse of
risk of heroin initiation. 5 prescription opioids. 6

In 10 years, there were over 42,000
overdose deaths among veterans. 4

Action is Needed:

Pass the NOPAIN for Veterans Act (H.R. 4509)

In 2022, Congress passed the Non-Opioids Prevent Congress should pass the NOPAIN for Veterans Act,
Addiction in the Nation (NOPAIN) Act to ensure safe, which builds on these foundational efforts by
non-addictive therapies are widely available to the expanding access to safe, FDA-approved non- opioid
tens of millions of Medicare recipients who undergo pain management options for veterans and their
an outpatient surgical procedure every year. families under VA health care.

The Voices for Non-Opioid Choices Coalition is a nonpartisan group dedicated to
preventing opioid addiction before it starts by increasing patient and provider
access to non-opioid therapies and approaches to manage acute pain.
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Veteran Services Organization (VSO) Endorsers of the NOPAIN for Veterans Act

National Organizations: State Organizations:
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Fleet Reserve Paralyzed Veterans of Equine Escape The Battle Within
Organization America Fire Mission Ministries The Veteran Mentor Project
Infinite Heroes United Soldiers and Sailors BFox Valley Warrior Aid Alliance Veteran Outreach Center
Jewish War Veterans of America Frontline Healing Foundation Veterans Navigation Center

. . Hawaii Health and Harm Veterans Network Association
Military Order of the Vietnam Veterans of Reduction Center Veterans Ranch
Purple Heart America Helping Veterans and Families Wisconsin Veterans Network

What They're Saying: VSO Support for the NOPAIN for Veterans Act

“Veterans deserve access to safe, non-addictive,
FDA-approved pain treatments. This is common-
sense legislation that prioritizes the health, dignity,
and long-term well-being of those who have served.”
Keith A. Reed, Executive Director of the Air Force
Sergeants Association

“Ensuring our veterans have access to safe,
effective, non-opioid treatments is not just sound
policy - it’'s a moral imperative. Our heroes deserve
better, and this legislation delivers that.” United
Soldiers and Sailors of America
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