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Voices for Non-Opioid Choices Applauds the Introduction of the NOPAIN for 

Veterans Act 

 
Washington, DC (November 19, 2025) – Today, Senators Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Jeanne 

Shaheen (D-NH) and fourteen original co-sponsors introduced the S.309 NOPAIN for Veterans Act. 

This legislation will require the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to add FDA-approved non-

opioid pain management approaches to its National Formulary. Passing this bill will facilitate choice 

in how clinicians help VA beneficiaries manage their acute postsurgical pain, reduce rates of opioid 

abuse, misuse, dependence, and addiction occurring post-surgically, and save lives. 

 

Ensuring access to non-addictive options to treat acute pain could help prevent opioid addiction in 

a community that faces unique risks for developing an opioid use disorder. Two-thirds of all U.S. 

veterans report experiencing pain following their deployments, and nearly half of those wounded 

in combat report misusing prescription opioids.1 2 

 

“Our veterans deserve the very best care we can provide, including safe and effective options to 
manage pain without exposing them to unnecessary risk,” Senator Capito said. “By ensuring FDA-

approved non-opioid treatments are included on the VA National Formulary, our legislation will 

make these alternatives easier to prescribe and easier for veterans to access.” 

 

“In New Hampshire, we’re finally seeing the tide turn on the opioid epidemic through declining 
overdose deaths, and that progress has been fueled in part by policies that encourage doctors to 

prescribe alternatives to opioids for patients struggling with pain management,” Senator Shaheen 

said. “Last year, CMS implemented the legislation Senator Capito and I got signed into law that 
encourages use of non-opioid treatments for Medicare patients struggling with pain management 

 
1 Nahin R. L. (2017). Severe pain in veterans: The effect of age and sex, and comparisons with the general 

population. The journal of pain: Official journal of the American Pain Society, 18(3), 247–254. 

doi:10.1016/j.jpain.2016.10.021 
2 Kelley ML, Bravo AJ, Votaw VR, Stein E, Redman JC, Witkiewitz K. Opioid and sedative misuse among veterans 

wounded in combat. Addict Behav. 2019 May;92:168-172. doi: 10.1016/j.addbeh.2018.12.007. Epub 2018 Dec 

10. PMID: 30640149; PMCID: PMC10617000.  
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– and our veterans deserve equal access to these non-opioid treatment options. This bipartisan 

legislation would advance veteran health care by maximizing access to safe, effective FDA-

approved non-opioid alternatives and furthering efforts to tackle the opioid epidemic.”  

 

“Across the country, our veterans continue to face limited options for safe, non-addictive pain 

care. That needs to change,” said Chris Fox, Executive Director of Voices for Non-Opioid Choices. 

“By advancing this legislation, Congress has an opportunity to ensure that every VA facility is 

equipped to provide evidence-based, effective alternatives for acute pain. Our veterans should 

never be denied the ability to choose the treatment path that best supports their health and well-

being.” 
 

The bill closely mirrors similar legislation that was introduced this summer in the House of 

Representatives by Reps. Landsman (OH), Van Orden (WI), Pappas (NH), Bergman (MI), Sewell (AL), 

and Hamadeh (AZ). The legislation enjoys widespread support and has been endorsed by a large 

number of national Veteran Service Organizations (VSOs), including: 

 

• American Legion 

• Disabled American Veterans 

• Paralyzed Veterans of America  

• Vietnam Veterans of America 

 

For a full list of those organizations endorsing the House legislation, click here. 

 

About Voices for Non-Opioid Choices 

Voices for Non-Opioid Choices is a nonpartisan coalition dedicated to preventing opioid addiction 

before it starts by increasing patient and provider access to non-opioid therapies and approaches 

to manage acute pain. For more information, visit www.nonopioidchoices.org.  
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